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KIDDY, Frederick (Ted)          
 

Private, 4459 
9th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Helions Bumpstead 
Date of Death: Thursday, 12th October, 1916 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Thiepval 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 26 years 
 
Frederick Kiddy was born on 25th November 1890, at Moon Hall Farm, and into the 
Kiddy family who, for generations, had been living and working as agricultural 
labourers on the land at Helions Bumpstead but that settled pattern of life wasn’t to 
continue. 
 

His great grandfather, John Kiddy, who’d been born in the village in 1795, had 
married local girl Hannah and set up home working at Horsham Hall, the next farm 
down the Haverhill – Bumpstead road towards the village from Moon Hall. 
 

His grandfather, William Kiddy, was in turn to marry another local girl Emma (nee 
Hughes) and they were to live close by, working at Copy Farm before moving, in 
about 1875, to Moon Hall Cottages, which were, just, in the parish of Haverhill. 
 

His father Henry Kiddy, but known as Harry, was also to work at Moon Hall Farm. 
Then a widower, Harry married Fanny Bigmore, from Kedington and continued to live 
at Moon Hall where their first son Frederick was born.  Fanny worked as a hair cloth 
weaver, with Grandma Emma looking after Frederick and his stepbrother Charles. 
 

In 1901 Grandma Emma died 
and the family were then living 
at France Cottage, 3 
Bumpstead Road in Haverhill. 
Still there in 1911 Frederick, or 
Ted to his family and friends, 
was working, like his father, as 
an agricultural labourer whilst 
his mother and step brother 
Charles continued as hair cloth 
weavers, working from home & 
looking after his younger 
siblings, Maud (12), David 
(11), Daisy (8) and May (4).   

 
Bumpstead Road c1880 

 
Frederick, it seems, did not join the army until early in 1916, perhaps because his 
work as an agricultural labourer was, until then, considered important to the war.  He 
enlisted in the 9th Battalion of the Suffolk Regiment as Private, 4459 Kiddy. The 
Battalion had been formed in September 1914 with contingents from all parts of 
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Suffolk, but it was a year before they were sent to France seeing action at the Battle 
of Loos and afterwards advancing towards the Belgium border where Frederick may 
have joined them. 
 

The Battle of the Somme began on 1st July 1916 and the 9th Battalion were in action 
near the village of Thiepval at the northern end of the front.  Huge resources were 
deployed, both men and equipment, including early use of tanks.   
 
August was spent in the Mailly-Maillet Wood area where their duties included the 
harrowing job of clearing the 36th (Ulster) Division’s 1st July dead from the battlefield. 
On the 11th September they relieved the 4th Grenadier Guards in the trenches to the 
south east of Ginchy and two days later attacked the Quadrilateral alongside the 2nd 
Notts and Derbyshire regiment under heavy machine gun fire. They finally dug in 
only half a mile from their start point but not before the joint battalion casualties 
mounted to 21 Officers and some 500 Other Ranks. They were themselves relieved 
on 19th September for a short break before returning to the front lines at Ginchy on 
26th September. Fierce resistance was met, with a major battle for every farmhouse 
and copse before Thiepval was finally captured at the end of September.  Frederick 
would have witnessed this and the catastrophic loss of life, including, no doubt, many 
of his comrades. 

 
The Battle of Le Transloy 
began on 1st October and 
on the 12th October the 9th  
Suffolks made their way to 
the front where they were 
charged with holding 
positions at Misty and 
Cloudy Trenches.  
 
 

In worsening weather and in dreadful battlefield conditions a renewed major assault 
in the afternoon saw the infantry flounder and the operation was not successful.  

 
It was on this day, 12th October, 1916, 
that Frederick was killed in action just a 
few weeks before his 26th birthday.  
 
Private Frederick (Ted) Kiddy, was 
awarded the British & Victory Medals. 
With no known grave he is 
commemorated on the Thiepval 
Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of 
the Somme.  
 
This memorial bears the names of more 
than 72,000 officers and men of the 
United Kingdom and South African forces 
who died in the Somme sector before 20 
March 1918 and have no known grave.  
 

http://www.cwgc.org/somme/content.asp?id=100&menu=sub
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill war memorial in 1920 a wreath was laid, bearing the 
message: 
 

In Loving Memory of Charles & Ted  
from Father, Mother, Brothers & Sisters 

 
 
 
 
The wreath laid at the unveiling of the war memorial cross in Haverhill Cemetery 
mentions Frederick’s stepbrother, Charles. On 16th July, 1917 whilst on active 
service in Gaza, Lance Sergeant Charles Kiddy died of wounds. He is remembered 
with honour at the Deir El Belah War Cemetery, now in Israel, about 12 miles from 
Gaza.  


